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Report Number One 
U. L. C. A. Responses to Lutheran 
World Action Appeal as of June 7 


Amount 

Synod Quota Reported 
5 Californiaig.sicare $ 6,000 $ 7,170.00 
Central Penna. .... 118,400 2,424.61* 
7 Pionida, 25.53 1,300 1,352.00 
Georgia-Alabama 2,800 1,377.00 
Tiinoisys knoe 33,300 26,691.00 
Indiana 13,400 1,111.31* 
TOWasrcntes 9,500 8,917.00 
Kansas G:700h i; Ce ees 
6 Kentucky-Tenn 4,600 4,700.00 
Maryland .... 35,400 1,783.98* 
3 Michigan ...... 5,500 5,900.00 
Midwest ....... 9,000 4,700.00 
Mississippi .. 400 24.70* 
Nebraska .... 12,800 507.55* 
New York 102,300 75,816.00 
North Carolina.... 20,900 1,105.59* 
Northwest ............ 30,000 11,823.00 
TE OWIO2 SaSesteaen 45,900 57,000.00 
25 Packhiewscmutne 3,000 3,444.00 
Penna. Minis. ...... 135,700 92,908.00 
Pittsburgh ............ 60,800 49,733.00 
4 Rocky Mountain.. 2,100 2,152.00 
Slovak Zion .......... “9,200 1,564.77* 
South Carolina 15,200 12,719.00 
TTPOXAS Gesssetasticceeeitons Fr Ut vam eae to 
Virginia. ...... 15,000 12,579.00 
Wartburg ... 11,600 6,841.00 
West Virginia ...... 3,600 1,582.00 
Manitobay scsaser s Lene 133.15* 
Manada hy... atcue - Rese 754.50* 
leelandic. ken, aera 104.90* 
Miscellaneous ......0000 cscs 937.53* 
$397,856.59 

REPORTS OF GENERAL BODIES 
Beers 
Church ree ported 


Slt Cl ACwe ees eed: 534, 64 $397, 856.59 
Norwegian 226,618.45 50,878.08* 
American 218,389.36 125,658.58 
Augustana 151,721.08 15,278.14* 
Lutheran Free.... 20,084.60 6,057.00 
Suomi (Finnish) 12,211.87 3,800.00* 
United Danish.... 13,622.30 9,151.31* 
Danish anunne 7,817.70 972.21 
Undeésignated nce iiny) «nsec 2,712.45 
Lutheran Student 

Association. cite, 2 eco kioras 366.58 


$1,315,000.00 $612,730.94 


* Amounts indicate cash on hand from synods; 
and general bodies. Where the report is larger 
than the cash, only the reported figure is given... 
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One Hundred Years of Action 


Some forms of energy are the possession of persons and develop in singularity. 
Individuals discover gold mines, write books, or make machines. They need little 
or no assistance by partnerships. Such folk have the genius and courage that are 
required to walk alone. 

But some benefactions are not reducible to individual simplicity. They do 
not develop, in fact, they do not exist, until the companionship of congenial souls 
brings them into action. So citizens must articulate to form governments. So 
believers in Christ must congregationalize themselves and make the Christian 
Church a community, not merely a list of persons. 

And there are recurring vacuums in the structure of society which at first 
are only “felt” as lacks that ought to be filled. These, from time to time, under 
the persuasive wisdom of discerning leadership are dealt with, and thereby non- 
existent associations are brought into being. Such, for example, is the origin of 
the Y. M. C. A., which this year and this month is completing a century of 
serving. One marvels that an organization, world-embracing, numbering millions 
in its membership, and entrusted with valuable privileges, should have grown 
from the desire of George Williams, a clothier clerk, for comradeship. 

It is useful that the Christians in the world should celebrate thoughtfully 
this centennial of the Young Men’s Christian Association’s birthday. There is 
usefulness in surveying proofs of a lack of companionship which is not alone of 
war but belongs also to the ways of peace. It is the same human desire that must 
be satisfied by fellowship in the coming associations of industry and culture. 
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INTHE MEWS ...---.-. & & Elson Kuff 


Sermons start things 

FirTEEN million sermons are preached 
in the United States each year, esti- 
mates William F. McDermott in Cor- 
Few create much excitement or 
produce _ strikingly 
tangible results. 

But the power of 
the sermon is still 
there, says Mr. Mc- 
Dermott. “Despite 
all the competing 
interests of enter- 
tainment and instruction, this immense 
potentiality of starting something still 
is there, individual or social, recognized 
or unrecognized, great or small.” 

Sermons have started universities. A 
sermon started the “Century of Prog- 
ress” exposition in Chicago. A sermon 
in Albany, N. Y., resulted in outlawing 
dueling in America. Sermons have 
modified tax laws, and started great 
careers, such as those of Grenfell and 
Jacob Riis. Sermons are potent. 


onet, 


Norwegians open doors : 

Puipir and altar fellowship with 
other Lutherans was put on a local 
basis by the Norwegian Lutheran 
Church at its convention this month. 

“We extend our hand of fellowship 
to all American Lutherans who adhere 
to the historic standards and confes- 
sions of the Lutheran Church. 
Wherever our congregations and pas- 
tors find those ties that bind Lutheran 
Christians and that teaching and prac- 
tice conforming to official declarations, 
they may in good conscience practice 
selective fellowship both in worship 
and work.” 

The N. L. C. voted to change its name 
to “Evangelical Lutheran Church,” sub- 
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ject to final action in 1946. The conven- 
tion also approved the new National 
Lutheran Council constitution and by- 
laws. 


Missouri meets 

Topay the triennial convention of the 
Missouri Synod opens in Saginaw, 
Mich. It may be on the verge of 
abandoning its traditional policy of 
isolation from other Lutheran groups, 
speculates the Lutheran Outlook. 

The National Lutheran Council is 
revising its constitution in such a man- 
ner as to invite participation of the Mis- 
souri Synod. The American Lutheran, 
unofficial Missouri publication, has 
come out for Missouri entering the 
Council. 

Missouri’s decisions this week at Sag- 
inaw “will likely affect world Lutheran- 
ism for the next generations,” says Dr. 
O. H. Pannkoke in the Lutheran Com- 
panion. 


Europe's churches 

A DEPARTMENT of reconstruction has 
been organized by the World Council 
of Churches, to supervise restoration 
of European Protestantism after the 
war. Dr. Alphonse Koechlin, Reformed 
Church pastor in Basle, Switzerland, 
has been appointed chairman. The com- 
mittee will also include an American, 
an Englishman, a Swede, a German, a 
Swiss, perhaps a Frenchman, and one 
from the Orthodox lands. 

The committee will supervise re- 
building ruined churches, re-establish- 
ing institutions of mercy, reconstruct- 
ing youth organizations, provision for 
training of pastors, production of Chris- 
tian literature, re-establishment of 
missionary boards. 
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IN THE WORLD'S EVE 


We Have heard so much (purposely 
or just more alertly publicized) about 
the forthright vocal courage of Catholic 
bishops on the continent in combatting 
the terrors of totalitarianism, that it is 
heartening to know they have no mo- 
nopoly of it. Whatever reason there may 
be for the delay in freeing the follow- 
ing news, it is still worth while to note 
that, December 19, 1943, Bishop Bela 
Kapi, head of the Hungarian Lutheran 
Church, rose in the upper house of Par- 
liament to denounce totalitarian teach- 
ing, practice and purposes, and at the 
same time gave honor to the Norwegian 
clergy. It would be interesting to know 
what has happened to Bishop Kapi 
since the recent Nazi occupation of 
Hungary. It is also noted that in March 
of this year the Protestant Koloszvak 
Theological faculty made urgent efforts 
to maintain a working relationship with 
the Orthodox Church in Eastern 
Europe, particularly in Rumania. 


While Haile Selassie was still an exile 
in England, his daughter, Princess 
Tsahai, dedicated her life to the healing 
of the physical ills of her people, when- 
ever a kindlier providence should allow 
her to return to them. In the meantime 
she trained to become an efficient nurse, 
with the intention of leading a national 
movement for the creation of a hospital 
system. Sudden and tragic death ended 
her individual part in this project, but 
the dream did not die. Recently (March 
16) British church leaders launched a 
project at Westminster Abbey for the 
completion of the hospital at Addis 
Ababa which had been started by the 
Princess. The project is viewed and 
urged as a memorial for the royal 
nurse. It may also be considered as an 
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expiatory offering for Britain’s sin of 
weakness and indecision when Ethi- 
opia’s independence was overthrown by 


’ Mussolini. 


The WACS have had a patron saint 
wished on them (source unknown but 
suspected). This is St. Genevieve of 
Paris, who is foggily credited with hav- 
ing steered Attila the Hun away from 
Paris. The authority for this informa- 
tion is the Journal of the American As- 
sociation of University Women. If the 
Association is responsible for this 
absurd choice, it is a reflection on its 
intelligence. Joan of Are would have 
been a far more appropriate choice 
(unless she has a better job), or even 
Florence Nightingale if Protestants are 
allowed. A fancy medal has already 
been prepared, setting forth certain 
alleged wonders of St. Genevieve (died 
1,500 years ago) since her beatification. 
Somehow saints cannot get along in 
their protective labors without medals 
to safeguard those under their care. 


The Climate and contour of Egypt 
are likely to undergo some post-war 
modification, if Egyptian engineers can 
win their way. They want to turn the 
Quattara Depression, a place and name 
that General Montgomery conjured 
with, into a vast hydro-electric proj- 
ect. The scheme would require a canal 
and three tunnel-pipes to bring water 
from the Mediterranean to fill the 7,000 
square miles of the Depression. A 
power station, set up at the feed-in of 
the water supply would, according to 
estimate, develop in the fall to the De- 
pression (200 feet below sea level) 
enough electricity to serve the entire 
Nile Delta. 


“The Love of Christ 
Constraineth Us” 


SISTER RENA Y. KEIPER Explores the Inner Meaning 


of the Deaconess Motto 


Wuat a challenge to all Christians is that “cloud of witnesses” of which St. 
Paul speaks in Hebrews 12:1. To us in the diaconate it serves as an earnest 
appeal that we are not alone as we work courageously to fulfill an ideal. We also 


are “encompassed about” by others who 
heard the call, who steadfastly endured, 
to whom the vision was granted, and to 
whom through complete surrender of 
the will-full wanting or possessive self, 
the love of God had come in full 
measure. 

We are so apt to pass lightly over the 
deeper meaning of our deaconess 
motto: “The love of Christ constraineth 
us.” What really is this constraining 
power? It is an ideal of Christian love 
which, were the church to attempt to 
bring it to full realization, would result 
in the highest ethical and social good, 
and so be of the utmost benefit to 
democracy and to the world at large. 
It is a love better known as faith, and 
it is responsive to that redeeming love 
of God as revealed in Christ that alone 
has the power to justify man to him- 
self. It makes the individual able to 
accept himself; for deep within the 
heart of every human being is the need 
to be loved. And just as parents’ love 
for children, by making them feel they 
are wanted and valued, creates a type 
of personality in the child that influ- 
ences his later life, so God’s love, giv- 
ing man equal value with another, in 
his own self creates a feeling of fellow- 
ship, of kindliness, of generosity, and 
also. a certain loyalty. -Man will be 
good, live up to what is expected of 
him, and go even beyond it, if he is 
loved. While this ideal may be realized 
for each individual self in his relation 
to God, yet it is much harder to realize 
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it in connection with other-selves who 
are also of worth as persons, because 
Christ died for them, too. 


Joy in Believing 

We cannot of ourselves go beyond the 
confines of self, unless the dynamic is 
there. Joy in the forgiving, self-sac- 
rificing Lord is the strength of Chris- 
tianity, for with it comes the collapse of 
the will to power and domination, and 
a desire for yielding and surrender. 
This is not a defeated attitude nor a 
negative giving up, but a voluntary 
yielding in and to love. As Otto Rank 
says, “The Christian conception of love 
is based on the idea of being, good 
through ‘being loved.” “The love of 
Christ constraineth us’—not the being 
loved by man, but the being loved by 
God. 


Misplaced Emphases 

The weakness of Christianity today i is 
found wherever the emphasis is placed 
on man loved by man. Man’s love to 
man cannot save him from himself, 
from the destructive forces of the will 
to power and of selfish pride that lie 
within the human frame. When the 
binding chains of finite existence be- 
come too oppressive, man seeks free- 
dom for himself in that which lies be- 
yond. He willingly loses his identity in 
the group, the cause, finding therein a 
dynamic which gives meaning to his 
life. And this meaning which results in 
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expansion of the self, this reaching for 
some kind of a “‘beyond” to which he 
can submit, whether in terms of a per- 
son, a group, a cause, or a faith is char- 
acteristic of mankind. Only the Christ 
of God can save the individual from 
himself, and provide the “beyond” for 
worthy self-expansion in a society of 
his fellows. 


From Ideal to Actual 

In loving and willing self-sacrifice he 
comes to a deeper realization of life, 
of love which approximates the divine. 
- And the deaconess, as a member of a 
co-operative fellowship of those who 
have felt the constraining power of this 
love of Christ is a living symbol of that 
power. A symbol which used also in 
connection with the “Word,” becomes a 
channel for God’s creative love, the 
love that St. Paul describes so vividly 
in I Cor. 13. In the Sister’s ministry of 
mercy she seeks to promote neighbor- 


liness and friendliness, to overcome the 
boundaries of color, race, creed and so- 
cial class, believing that God’s love as 
revealed in Christ is working in and 
through her as well as through hu- 
manity to transform the world, to re- 


‘deem it from sin and self-destruction. 


In’ working for the accomplishment 
of this ideal—first in her own life and 
then in widening areas of community— 
she is helping the ideal become the 
actual. The Godman, Christ, showed 
its possibility and what it entails. She 
must lose herself in Christ in respon- 
sive love, then His love can work 
through her to seek and to save. She 
becomes, as it were, a co-worker with 
Him, and the glory of the Kingdom 
transcending finite existence fills her 
with a sense of adventure, gives zest to 
life and the necessary courage and for- 
titude as she meets the demands placed 


upon her. 
(To be concluded) 


“Sunday Vespers 


whose annual commitment to the Lu- 
theran Radio Committee began June 4, is 
one of the most popular of the religious 
radio programs. It is now starting its 
fourteenth year of broadcasting and will 
be heard on the more than seventy af- 
filiated stations of the Blue Network Com- 
pany during the months of June, July, 
August and September. The program, 
featuring the sermons of one of America’s 
outstanding pulpit orators, the Rev. Dr. 
Paul E. Scherer, pastor of Holy Trinity 
Lutheran Church, New York City, orig- 
inates on WJZ each Sunday afternoon at 
2.30 Eastern War Time. 

Dr. Scherer has announced the following 
list of sermon topics: 


June 4—“How Much Is Enough?” 
“ —11—“On Setting Christianity Right 
Side Up” 
“ —-18—“Where Is God?” 
July 2—“Can We Have a Christian State?” 
“ _9—“Rescue and Requirement” 
“ —16—“For Such a Time as This” 
“ 30—“On Taking Advantage” 
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August 6—“Listing Your Liabilities” 
5 13—“Creative Religion” 
a 27—“‘Without Which Nothing Is 
Strong” 
September 10—“The Place of Bewilder- 
/ ment” 
4 17—“The Divine Purpose” 
- 24—“If Ye Take It Patiently” 

Guest preachers—a plan begun in 1943 
and continued this year—will be the Rev. 
Dr. Oscar Blackwelder, pastor of the Lu- 
theran Church of the Reformation on Cap- 
itol Hill, Washington, D. C., June 25 and 
August 20, and the Rev. Dr. Paul H. Roth, 
president of Northwestern Theological 
Seminary, Minneapolis, Minn., July 23 and 
September 3. 

The Lutheran Laymen’s Radio Commit- 
tee, which sponsors the program, reports 
that since the hour was first offered on the 
air June 1, 1931, hundreds of thousands 
of letters have been sent in by listeners 
telling of the encouragement and hope that 
the sermons have given them. This “fan 
mail” is an indication to the network of 
the popularity of the hour among all types 
of people from coast to coast. 

—N. L. C. Bulletin. 


WASHINGTON 


BY OSCAR F. BLACKWELDER AND RALPH W. LOEW 


LEADERS NEEDED 


THE race problem has many facets. 
We give you two personal experiences 
to illustrate the problems we confront. 
We are deeply persuaded that the white 
race must practice a finer Christian 
ethic with the Negro. Many of us are 
determined to do that thing and to 
guard all public statements with this 
determination steadily in mind. . .. 
However, we are weary with some 
Negro leaders who put all the blame 
for present racial misunderstandings 
and tension on the white race. So we 
liked a question Ralph Tabor was ready 
to ask at a recent discussion, when the 
meeting adjourned, “What are Negro 
leaders prepared to do to help relieve 
race tension?” 


SKILL BEYOND COLOR! 

EMERGENCIES prevent the. luxury of 
debate. We were reminded of this the 
other evening when current discussion 
concerning racial prejudice was hurled 
out the window by an accident. One 
of our members fell and was in exceed- 
ing pain. No doctor was available and 
hours of telephoning brought no help. 
Finally, a daughter went to a drug 
store to solicit aid there. The pharmacist 
told of a doctor whose name he had 
seen on a near-by office. A phone call 
there at 1.00 A. M. received an answer 
and the doctor said he could come. But 
he thought the lady should know that 
he was a colored man. She said it made 
no difference to her. He came, brought 
medical aid and skill; made three calls 
later and finally suggested, to avoid 
embarrassment, that they call in a 
white man as physician. 
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PSYCHIATRY II 


Our story on a recent page about 
Psychiatry came out of an extended 
conference with a very capable chap- 
lain. . . . Psychiatry is too young and 
too limited to be a science in the sense 
of physics or chemistry and dare not 
assume to be lord of the earth... . 
However, President Roosevelt had a 
real word in his message to the psy- 
chiatric group when he pointed out 
its large place in the post-war days. ... 
This prompts us to suggest that a 
Christian pastor who also is a trained 
psychiatrist can do far more than a 
mere technical psychiatrist. . . . Tal- 
ented pastors in this area should be 
equipped for this work. ... All this 
gives us the chance to add this post- 
script: The day is already here when 
a five-year resident seminary course is 
not only desirable but a necessity. It is 
an intellectual impossibility to train a 
man for the modern ministry in three 
years. Some of us are perfect: illustra- 
tions. 


A MAN AND A DOG 

OneE of Washington’s Lutheran boys 
is just back from thirty-one bombing 
missions over Germany. During his stay 
in England he had a cocker spaniel as a 
mascot. As he walked up the gang 
plank to return to America he noted o 
sign on the ship saying, “No Dogs Al- 
lowed.” He had to make a split-second 
decision; so he put the dog in a bag and 
hid him until they got out to sea, Then 
he reported to his Colonel. As punish- 
ment, he did K. P. duty for a fourteen- 
day crossing. He’d come back with his 
dog and his young son was thrilled. 
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TEXTS AND COMMENTS 


“ALL LOVE EXCELLING.” 
—Luke 15: 1-7. 

Love is no muddy pond whose water 
stagnates because it has no outlet. It 
is an overflowing stream, crystal clear 
because it is sourced in perennial 
springs, and beneficent because its liv- 
ing touch reaches out into the valleys 
along its course. 


This man receiveth sinners, and eat- 
eth with them.—Luke 15: 2. 

In condescending grace the love of 
Christ knows no bounds. Said Prof. 
John Schmidt to a recent graduating 
class: “Christianity does not say that all 
men are criminals, but it does insist 
that all men are off-center, and need a 
divine force to set them right.” A rad- 
ical change is necessary. The Pharisees 
and scribes “murmured” because Jesus 
was upsetting their social and religious 
customs. He received “publicans and 
sinners” and ate with them. They could 
not see that it was for their uplift and 
salvation. With compelling love, -stoop 
down to lift up. 


Can the Ethiopian change his skin, or 
the leopard his spots?—Jeremiah 13: 23. 

In transforming power God's love re- 
makes character. The sins of Israel 
were likened by Jeremiah to the dark 
skin of the Ethiopian and the spots of 
the leopard, which cling from genera- 
tion to generation. Can they be 
changed? No, not by effort of the will; 
but God's unchanging love can re- 
create, The dark skin of the Polynesian 
does not indicate an indelible blackness 
of character. Former headhunters have 
been changed as by a miracle into de- 
vout Christians, transformed into new 
creatures in Christ Jesus! The love 
from Calvary “is the power of God unto 
salvation to every one that believeth.” 
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By J. WILLIAM McCAULEY~ 


Now Jesus loved Martha, and her sis- 
ter, and Lazarus.—John 11: 5. 

In abiding friendship the love of 
Jesus reaches out in widening circles 
from home to home. Sincere and last- 
ing friendship must be sourced in love. 
It is not craven or self-seeking. John, 
who designated himself “the disciple 
whom Jesus loved,” was in the “inner 
circle” of three among the twelve, yet 
in magnanimity he referred to three 
others—Martha, Mary, and Lazarus— 
as a family group whom “Jesus loved.” 
Martha graced the home as dispenser 
of hospitality, Mary glorified disciple- 
ship as an eager student “at Jesus’ feet,” 
and Lazarus sanctified comradeship as 
unchanging friend. In His outreaching 
friendship Jesus says, “Ye are my 
friends if ye do whatsoever I command 
you.” 


Jesus wept.—John 11: 35. 

In divine compassion Jesus’ love 
overflowed in tears rather than words 
at the grave of Lazarus. The shortest 
verse in the Bible is packed with rich 
meaning. At a prayer service on “D- 
Day” many wept as an outstanding lay- 
man led the congregation in a prayer of 
world-wide coverage and soulful ex- 
pression the like of which one rarely 
hears. Why? Because each heart was 
attune to human suffering and tense 
with the compassion of “the Man of sor- 
rows and acquainted with grief.” May 
our expressions of sympathy be love's 
overflow, and may our sorrow over sin’s 
devastations be assuaged by the pres- 
ence of Bethany'’s Friend Who is “the 
resurrection and the life.” 


“Love divine, all love excelling, 
Joy of heaven to earth come down! 
Visit us with Thy salvation, 
Enter ev'ry trembling heart.” 


Splendid Spirit—Encouraging Reports 


The Rocky Mountain Synod Facing Problems with Faith and Courage 


President Albert H. Buhl, the Rev. Dr. and Mrs. R. B. Wolf of Colorado Springs, who have 


By OLIVER F. WEAVER 


spent fifty years in the parsonage, and Miss Maybelle Walter, president of the Women's 
Missionary Society, discuss the work of the Rocky Mountain Synod 


“BuBBLING with the ozone of the 
Rockies, rather than gloomy or discour- 
aged,” was the comment of Dr. F. 
Eppling Reinartz, representative for the 
U. L. C. A., on the spirit he found at 
the fifty-third convention of the Rocky 
Mountain Synod in Epiphany Church, 
Denver, Colo., May 16-18. 

Synod made fine use of Dr. Reinartz, 
plying him with questions and hearing 
his excellent presentations of many 
phases of the work of the whole church. 
Everyone profited from his explana- 
tions of plans and prospects being de- 
veloped by our church boards. 

President Elmer W. Harner, D.D., 
took for his communion sermon sub- 
ject, “Faith That Sustains.” At Matins, 
helpful sermons were preached by the 
Rev. Charles A. Epple-and Dr. Charles 
S. Bream. 

Greetings from the Lutheran pastors 
of Denver were brought by the Rev. 
Gabriel Tweet of the Norwegian 
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Church. He forecast closer fellowship 
between our church bodies. 


Ordination Sermon by Dr. Wolf 

An impressive ordination service was 
a high point of the convention. The 
sermon by Dr. R. B. Wolf enriched with 
fifty years in the ministry eloquently 
and beautifully pictured the ideal pas-= 
tor. William A. Hover, a son of the 
Colorado Springs congregation, called 
to our church in Laramie, Wyo., and 
Howard Nelson Bream, son of Dr. 
Bream of Casper, Wyo., called to be 
assistant pastor at Woodlawn-Im- 
manuel, Chicago, were ordained to the 
gospel ministry. Floyd C. Schwartz, 
senior at Western Theological Semi- 
nary, was licensed for one year. 

Dr. P. W. H. Frederick was present 
to speak for Midland College and the 
seminary. Synod continued its dollar 
per capita and endorsed the $225,000 
campaign for the college. 
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The absence of Dr. William F. 
Rangeler, long a dean at seminary and 
college and a Nestor of synod, was 
noted with regret and a telegram was 
ordered sent him expressing the good 
wishes of synod. 

Tabitha Home was represented by its 
superintendent, Dr. O. W. Ebright, who 


gave the most encouraging report in 


years. 

Synod voted to underwrite the Lu- 
ther League camp and training school 
at Camp Crockett, Rye., Colo., to be 
held in August under the direction of 
the Rev. William C. Conradi—a renewal 
of this activity. 

Treasurer Dwight S. Young reported 
the best year in the history of synod in 
benevolence receipts and Lutheran 
World Action quotas oversubscribed. 


Officers Elected 

President, the Rev. Albert H. Buhl; 
secretary, the Rev. John F. Futchs; 
treasurer, Dwight S. Young; statistician, 
the Rev. L. C. Soker; historian, Dr. 
R. B. Wolf. 

Delegates elected to the U. L. C. A. 
convention: Clerical—R. B. Wolf, the 
Rev. Charles L. Ramme. Lay—C. A. 
Barnhart, John Sten. 

The Luther League held a fine meet- 
ing to which Dr. Reinartz brought a 
message to the young workers on “Your 
Church’s Four Dimensions.” 

The Brotherhood, with John Hiller 
and C. A. Barnhart in charge of their 
session, discussed more effective par- 
ticipation in the activities of congrega- 
tions by the laymen. The new officers 
are: President, Armin F. Fuehrer; 
vice-president, C. A. Barnhart; secre- 
tary-treasurer, John Sten. 

The Women’s Synodical Missionary 
Society held its convention concur- 
rently with synod, a long established 
' practice out here, necessitated by small 
numbers and great distances. 

The women had for speakers, Mrs. 
D. G. M. Bach, who with her husband 
served for years in the Japan Mission, 
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and Mrs. Hugh Dowler, who with her 
husband served the church in Sitka, 
Alaska. 

The society re-elected the following 
officers: President, Miss Maybelle 
Walter; vice-president, Mrs. H. J. 
Klemer; secretary, Mrs. William J. Cal- 
houn; treasurer, Mrs. C. A. Barnhart; 
statistician, Mrs. William C. Conradi. 

Host Pastor Buhl has a fine corps of 
workers who took time off to look after 
details that made for hospitality. They 
are truly functioning as good laymen 
and laywomen. Pastor and helpers were 
commended for their entertainment. 

The next synodical convention will be 
held at Boulder, Colorado. 


A Golden Jubilee 

The grand climax, as customary, was 
the closing all-synod banquet held in 
the beautiful setting of the famed 
Daniels and Fisher Tower tea room. 
Nearly two hundred were present. The 
Rev. Hugh Dowler was toastmaster, 
and Armin Fuehrer led the singing. 
Here was good fellowship, laughter, 
appreciation and challenge to serve. 

Fifty years of golden ministry were 
signally recognized when Dr. and Mrs. 
R. B. Wolf were presented, and every- 
one present responded with a hearty 
ovation. Thirty-five years were spent 
in this synod. 

Then came the address by Dr. Rein- 
artz calling for the kind of church the 
men will need when they come march- 
ing home—it must be masculine, ten- 
derizing, dealing with important things, 
humanity-regarding, ready to help vet- 
erans’ emotional, marital and occupa- 
tional adjustments. All were deeply 
impressed. Silent prayer was then of- 
fered for all in the nation’s service. 
Thus another convention became his- 
tory. 


“The Lutheran” has in hand the report of 
the 1944 convention of the United Synod of 
New York, but limitations of space com- 
pelled postponement of its publication until 
the issue of June 28. Ed. 


CONSTRUCTIVE ROUTINE 


Northwest Synod's Convention Reveals Corporate and Congregational Progress 


(FROM THE SYNODICAL BULLETIN) 


From the Service of Confession and 
Absolution that opened the fifty-fourth 
annual convention of the Northwest 
Synod to the Ordination that closed it, 
the 90 pastors and 60 lay delegates were 
led in a progression of inspiration for 
two full days. The Church of the 
Epiphany, Milwaukee, was the host. Its 
pastor, Paul Wagner Roth, D.D., its 
choir, organist, ushers, and custodians 
did everything to make it a meeting 
worthy of the high spiritual ideals of 
the Church of Christ. 


Christian Youth 

The highlights of the program were 
the communion sermon by J. J. Scherer, 
D.D., of Richmond, Va., representing 
the United Lutheran Church in Amer- 
ica; the chapel devotions of the Rev. 
M. A. Haker, chairman of the synod’s 
Committee on Parish and Church 
Schools; the inaugural address of the 
Rev. John P. Shannon, new youth and 
Christian education secretary; and the 
ordination sermon by the Rev. William 
P. Gerberding. 

Dr. Scherer, advocating a firm ad- 
vance under the tried and tested fun- 
damental doctrines of God, Father, Son, 
and Holy Spirit, began with a descrip- 
tion of the danger to youth’s idealism 
in the chaotie conditions of the world 
today. “The spearhead of Christianity 
must go out strongly and lovingly 
among all kinds of men and women— 
mean people, selfish people, dirty peo- 
ple—if it is to remain an undying force 
in a dying world,” he said. 

Pastor Haker pictured the shortcom- 
ings of current programs for young 
people in the Church, and pointed to 
the solution to be found in pastors and 
mature church people living with and 
in the spirit of youth so as to under- 
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stand their viewpoint and meet it with 
the spirit of Christ. 

Secretary Shannon defended the 
spirit of modern youth and urged care- 
ful, Christlike, and well-trained lead- 
ership. 

Pastor Gerberding used as his theme 
in addressing the four young men who 
were to make their ordination vows 
“Healers of Hearts.” He pleaded for 
the spirit of the merciful and sympa- 
thetic Christ in all contacts with indi- 
viduals as the greatest power in the 
Church, and stirred the candidates as 
well as the whole congregation with the 
vitality of the Word of God when lived 
by its ministers. 


Dispatch in Business Sessions 

Deliberations went smoothly. The 
convention never fell behind schedule. 
Discussion was pointed, but never acri- 
monious. There were no parliamentary 
snarls. 

Special speakers on subjects under 
discussion added inspiration to the 
business sessions. Chief among these 
was Dr. J. J. Scherer, who spoke for a 
half-hour on the general work of the 
United Lutheran Church in America 
and answered specific questions with 
humor and directness. Incidentally, he 
complimented the Northwest Synod on 
its life and spirit almost to the point of 
flattery. As the president of the vener- 
able Synod of Virginia, he drew strik- 
ing parallels between his own and this 
church body. 

Other special speakers were: Pres- 
ident Erland Nelson of Carthage Col- 
lege; Secretary Henry Whiting of the 
Welfare Society of Wisconsin; Student 
Pastor A. Henry Hetland of Madison; 
President Reingans of the synodical 
Women’s Missionary Society; and 
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Chaplain (Captain) A. C. Baughman, 
who spoke both at the convention and 
at one of the noon meals. Chaplain 
(Captain) Earl Johnson also greeted 
the assembly. 

The Rev. Robert Taylor made a strik- 
ing report of the wartime work of the 
American Bible Society. 

Newer members of the synod con- 
ducted the devotions: Pastors John D. 
Roth, Charles J. Dion, Harold E. Peter- 
son, and Theodore E. Stump. 


Ordained to the Ministry 


At the ordination service Pastor P. L. 
Wetzler assisted the ministerial officers 
of the synod and Pastor Roth. The four 
men who were added to the synod by 
ordination are: George H. Gerberding, 
to be a chaplain; Robert W. Girod, 
called to Bailey’s Harbor, Wis.; Melvin 
W. Peterson, assistant at Redeemer, 
Milwaukee; and Arthur R. Tingley, 
Great Falls, Montana. 

John Henry Graf, D.D., retired pas- 


tor and Thiel College professor, now 
living in Kenosha, was admitted to min- 
isterial membership. Three new con- 
gregations were received. ; 

The fourteen members of the new 
senior class at Northwestern Seminary 
were approved for ordination upon 
completion of their seminary course 
and acceptance of calls, subject to an 
examination by the synod’s committee. 


Outstanding Decisions 


The two outstanding decisions were 
to pay the United Lutheran Church the 
synod’s full share of its income objec- 
tive and to engage another synodical 
home missionary. The first will require 
special effort on the part of every mem- 
ber of every congregation. The second 
will require the study and selection of 
a man by the executive committee. 

The Rev. Amos G. Streich secured 
excellent publicity for the synod in the 
Milwaukee papers. 

(Continued on page 17) 


At the Threshold of Anniversaries 


Pittsburgh Synod's Ninety-ninth Convention Gave Thought to 


"Rebuilding" for Future Power 


Ir was a “return visit” to First 
Church, Pittsburgh, on the part of the 
Pittsburgh Synod for its annual con- 
vention, May 22-25. By coincidence it 
was more than that, for the synod was 
now completing its “first century” at 
the very place where it had started 
ninety-nine years ago. From eight pas- 
tors and their lay delegate’, and 2,225 
members in 1845, the synod has grown 
to its impressive size of 270 pastors and 
142,000 baptized members. However, 
attention was directed not so much to 
past achievements as to present chal- 
lenges and future plans. 

“Our Task—In Rebuilding,” was the 
sermon subject of President H. R. 
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Shepfer, D.D., at the opening Service 
of Holy Communion. Recalling the ex- 
periences of Nehemiah, he called the 
Church to the rebuilding of what the 
war is destroying. “Our chief task will 
be the rebuilding of Christian ideals, 
the moulding of the world’s thought.” 
In the way of something definite and 
concrete to that end he set forth, in his 
president’s report, “A Program of 
Evangelism for the Congregations of 
the Synod.”: Here is a workable plan, 
sane, dignified, and scriptural, to come 
before the conferences and congrega- 
tions in the fall. It was warmly praised 
by both pastors of our synod who are 
serving the U. L. C. A. in full-time 
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Arriving at the Orphans’ Home, Zelienople, Pa. 


positions, Oscar Carlson, D.D., Director 
of Evangelism, and F. E. Reinartz, D.D., 
Secretary of Promotion. 


Devotional Program 

Many people believe that a church 
convention is an endless succession of 
reports and of dry routine business. 
But there is a “devotional side” that 
receives no small amount of attention. 
Each morning there is a half-hour serv- 
ice, and each session ends with prayer. 
This year the Rev. E. E. Oney, Punxsu- 
tawney, was the convention chaplain, 
and G. A. Fry, D.D., Pittsburgh, brought 
the morning message, using three sub- 
jects relating to Pentecost: “The 
Church of the Living God,” “The Word 
of the Living God,” and “The Spirit 
of the Living God.” 

At the opening session, preceding all 
reports and business, there was a Sea- 
son-of-Prayer for members of synod 
in the Armed Forces. This combined 
with a Memorial Service for those fallen 
in action: 78 from our congregations 
have died in action, 60 are missing, and 
115 have been wounded, out of ap- 
proximately 15,000 men and women in 
service. Synod’s pastors serving as 
chaplains in the Army and Navy now 
number 18. Another impressive Memo- 
rial Service was held for five pastors 
who departed this life during the year. 

The “convention climax” was the Or- 
dination Service. J. F. Flegler, D.D., 
Altoona, father of one of the candidates, 
preached the sermon on “Seeing the 
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Ministry in Its Beauty.” The following 
were ordained: Kenneth N. Schott, 
David F. Flegler, Stephen A. Bendes, 


George M. Hershberger, George C. 
Reese, Nathan F. R. Harter, and Mell- 
ville D. Newman. 


Institutional Activities 

A Lutheran Summer Camp of the 
synod in western Pennsylvania is com- 
ing closer to realization. The Special 
Committee was instructed to continue 
its study and surveys of such camps, 
and to report a suitable location to the 
Executive Committee, which in turn is 
empowered to act. 

The Committee on Social Action 
called attention to the increased “hun- 
ger” of high school youth for fellowship 
and social activities. Delinquency fre- 
quently results from this, but the con- 
gregations and communities should set 
up Social Centers and supervise whole- 
some activities for the young people, 
the committee advised. 

As regards the aged of the Church, 
and the orphans, it was good to note 
the splendid work carried on in synod’s 
institutions. But this is no time to re- 
lax. Mrs. Anna Richter, superintendent, 
stated the need of additional rooms at 
Zelienople Old People’s Home. The use 
of a trained Lutheran Social Worker, 
whose services are to be shared by both 
orphans’ homes—Zelienople and Beth- 
esda at Meadville—appears to be near 
at hand. Synod has approved such a 
plan, which now will be taken before 


The Lutheran 


the respective boards. The need for this 
was described by the Rev. E. S. Proper, 
Zelienople superintendent, in his ad- 
dress on, “Some Newer Trends in Child 
Welfare Work and Their Challenge.” 
The same evening there was an ad- 
dress by A. M. Stump, D.D., New Cas- 
tle, who recently accepted a call to be- 
come institutional pastor of the Lu- 


theran Inner Mission Society, Pitts-_ 


burgh. He spoke on “American Mis- 
sions.” 

Miss Helene Harder, missionary on 
furlough from Japan, addressed the 
convention. She is at present conduct- 
ing Mission Study classes on the terri- 
tory of synod. 


Dr. Paul Krauss Official Visitor 

The causes of the United Lutheran 
Church were presented by Paul H. 
Krauss, D.D., Fort Wayne, Ind., a mem- 
ber of the U. L. C. A. Executive Board. 
He gave a general picture of the spir- 
itual state of the Church, touched upon 
the work of its boards, auxiliaries and 
agencies, praised the encouraging 
growth of unity and fellowship among 
the Lutheran bodies, but warned the 
Church against complacency. He ex- 
pressed doubt as to whether the in- 
creased offerings are a reliable indica- 
tion of more genuine stewardship, and 
also pointed out the decline, in colleges, 
of the number of students preparing 
for the ministry. The returning service 
men, he said, will need help in becom- 
ing readjusted to the life of the home 


church, while on the other hand they — 


can make available and useful the re- 
“ sults of their own spiritual experiences 
while away, especially those who have 
seen abroad the splendid results of 
missionary labors. 


Results of Elections 

Synod has a new secretary, the Rev. 
Paul N. Schnur, Irwin. He succeeds 
John J. Myers, D.D., who has been an 
officer of synod for 31 years. In recog- 
nition of his fine service, President 
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Shepfer presented him on behalf of 
synod with a War Bond. 

Other officers re-elected for regular 
one-year terms were: J. R. Nicholas, 
D.D., secretary of statistics; E. F. Rice, 
D.D., treasurer; and W. A. Logan, D.D., 
secretary of beneficence. 

Considerable discussion took place 
regarding the office of missionary su- 
perintendent, with final action direct- 
ing that the synodical Board of Amer- 
ican Missions shall hereafter make a 
nomination for this office, with the con- 
vention privileged to add nominations. 

A new congregation has come into 
the synod, Beulah Evangelical Lutheran 
Church, Avonmore Parish, the Rev. 
C. E. Maier pastor. St. John Church, 
Cleveland, Ohio, became self-support- 
ing. 

A cordial welcome was extended to 
the following pastors who came from 
other synods: the Revs. D. L. Berg- 
stresser, E. M. Miller, R. L.. McCul- 
lough, L. A. Wagner, and J. L. Reiner. 


Thiel College 

Thiel, our college at Greenville, made 
an encouraging report through Pres- 
ident William F. Zimmerman and the 
Hon. C. Hale Sipe, Esq., Freeport, well- 
known Pennsylvania historian. The 
trustees and administration are striving 
to secure funds for the early comple- 
tion of Livingston Hall. Synod plans to 
have next year’s convention at Thiel in 
Commencement Week. It will be the 
college’s seventy-fifth anniversary; the 
one hundredth anniversary of synod; 
and the twenty-fifth of the merger of 
local synods. For this important “Triple 
Anniversary” a special committee has 
been set up, and elaborate plans are 
already outlined. The spirit of Dr. 
W. A. Passavant, prominent as a 
founder of this synod, pastor of First 
Church, Pittsburgh, a missionary and 
founder of various institutions in west- 
ern Pennsylvania, will be re-lived. 
There is to be a great pageant portray- 
ing the life and work of Thiel. 
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MUSINGS OF A 


MINISTER’S 


WIFE 


NO SECRET—More Infractions of Child Labor Laws 


“Oops! Watch out, here we come!” 

Mark and Tommy Hartman were 
staggering down the hall from the 
church kitchen’ toward the nursery 
room. Each carried a large tray of small 
glasses. 

“Careful!” I broke away from the 
group of teachers who were holding a 
post mortem in the primary doorway. 

“Thought we were going to drop 
them, didn’t you?” Mark grinned. 

“So did we!” chortled Tommy. 

To the relief of all concerned, they 
landed the cargo safely on the proper 
shelf. 

“Hey! Why did we bring them in 
here? They should have stayed in the 
kitchen; shouldn’t they? We'll just have 
to cart them out there for you in the 
morning. We might as well do it now. 
Come on, Tommy; here we go again!” 

“No, you don’t; they can stay right 
where they are for the present.” 

“But it’s silly carrying them in here 
after we wash them, then taking them 
back to the kitchen to pour the milk 
tomorrow.” 

“Perhaps we can pour the milk here 
in our room tomorrow. For goodness 
sake, don’t cart those huge trays down 
the hall again. I felt four new grey 
hairs sprout just watching you.” 

“Just as you say, Mrs. Lathrop. Just 
don’t accuse us of being un-co-opera- 
tive and trying to shirk our duty.” 

“T wouldn’t think of it. You’ve been 
fine helpers, both of you.” 

Both boys pretended not to hear me. 
They seem to find blame easier to take 
than praise—possibly because they are 
more accustomed to it! 

Suddenly I was reminded that I 
hadn’t found out about Skinny Ellis’ 
latest escapade. For a while I had 
thought he was on the right track. Mr. 
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Paige, his Sunday school teacher, had 
taken an interest in him. They had be- 
gun a Victory garden together. I had 
begun to think that in spite of his 
mother’s lack of interest we were mak- 
ing progress. 

“T saw Sammy this morning when he 
came into our room to get the attend- 
ance, but I haven’t seen our friend, 
Skinny. Isn’t he coming to vacation 
school?” I knew he was not coming; 
but I thought I’d broach the subject 
tactfully. 

Tommy shrugged. “You might as well 
tell her, Mark. My dad says it’s good 
to stick by your pals when they aren’t 
breaking the law. But laws are made to 
protect people, he says; and when 
Skinny’s breaking the law, we ought to 
tell He’s going to talk to your dad 
about it.” 

“Breaking the law?” I asked. “What’s 
Skinny been up to?” 

“He’s got a job at C. B. I. He's big- 
ger and older than we are, anyhow; 
and the man said if Skinny didn’t tell 
him different, he’d think sure he was 
sixteen and small for his age. And he 
winked at Skinny, and Skinny didn’t 
tell his age, and the man wrote down 
sixteen.” 

“And, Mother, do you know what he’s 
making? Fifteen dollars a week, and 
more when he works overtime!” 

“How did he happen to go there for 
a job?” 

“Oh, a lot of the fellows from over at 
the trailer camp have done it. They 
say it is silly for them to sit around all 
summer in those little places and do 
nothing. So they’ve tried for jobs, and 
all they have to do is say they’re older 
than they are and they get the jobs; 
easy as pie. And the money they’re 
making! Zowie!” 
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“Of course they don’t want to sit 
around and do nothing; but there are 
plenty of jobs for growing boys.” 

“But they don’t pay the money reg- 
ular jobs do.” 

“Perhaps not. But the money won’t 
do the boys much good after they’ve 
spent it and in later life their health 
breaks down.” 

“Skinny says his mother says there 
are too many laws anyhow. Always 
telling you to do something or not to 
do it, and taking all your money for 
taxes.” 

I laughed at Mark’s mimicry. I al- 
ways do; and sometimes that isn’t so 
good for discipline. I just can’t help it. 

“Sometimes I think she’s right. We 
do seem to have a million and one laws. 
But that’s because people always find 
a million and one ways to get around 
whatever laws we make. The only thing 
worse than too many laws is no laws 
at all. Neither you nor I can remember 
the days when little children, six and 
seven years old, worked twelve hours 
a day in the coal mines. But that’s 
what used to go on.” 

“Six years old! Twelve hours! You’re 
kidding!” 

“No, ’m not. And when their kind 
employer made arrangements for them 
to learn to read, everyone thought he 
was so good he was downright silly. 
His friends and all the other employers 
wanted to know what good it would do 
those children to learn to read if they 
were going to work in the mines all 
their lives. They didn’t need learning 
for that!” 

“Everyone needs to read. How could 
you get along without reading?” 

“Exactly. But it’s taken the world a 

‘long time to find that out. There are 
still millions of people who can’t read 
even their own names. And there are 
still people who don’t realize that child 
labor laws are made not to keep chil- 
dren from doing useful work, but to 
protect them and to help them grow up 
strong, useful, intelligent men and 
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women, who can do much more and be 
much happier because they have had 
the right sort of care in their youth.” 

“How about our job delivering 
groceries?” 

“That’s quite within the law and 
won’t do you a speck of harm. Neither 
will the sort of farm work our high 
school boys and girls are doing this 
summer. But Tommy’s father is right: 
laws are to protect people.” 

“Now, Mother! You aren’t going to 
do anything about Skinny, are you?” 

“Not about Skinny; but maybe some 
people here in town will feel they ought 
to do something about seeing that the 
law is enforced.” 


Constructive Routine 
(Continued from page 13) 


U. L. C. A. Delegates 

Clerical: F. A. Berg, P. E. Bishop, J. H. 
Dressler, W. H. Gable, M. A. Haker, P. H. 
Roth, P. W. Roth, E. R. Wicklund, A. A. 
Zinck, and R. H. Gerberding. 

Laymen: L. V. Downing, C. A. Gott- 
schalk, A. L. Grede, J. K. Jensen, J. W. 
Jouno, N. R. Lee, F. C. Mueller, Norton 
Williams, B. A. Mosling, H. G. Olsen. 

The next convention will be held at the 
Lake of the Isles Church, Minneapolis, 
May 14-16, 1945. 


The Budget 

The synod is distinctive in relation to 
receipts by the treasurer in that it 
budgets the causes in terms of percent- 
ages but does not assign specific sums 
to the sources of income. The budget. 
adopted at the 1944 convention assigned 
60.30 per cent to the U. L. C. A. The 
next major item is 14.20 per cent for 
Northwestern Seminary. 13.15 per cent 
is assigned for salaries involved in the 
administration of synod’s affairs. 

It was agreed that if the receipts ex- 
ceed the sum of $140,000, the excess, 
up to $14,609, be allocated to the U. L. 
C. A., and that any additional excess 
be applied pro rata to current expenses 
and University Student Work. 
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CONSIDERABLE notice has been evoked 
‘among readers of THE LUTHERAN by the 
change in the size of its page. It is as 
thick as it once was, you know. All 
letters received have been courteous; 
none of the writers has been unkind 
enough to write us that the U. L. C. A.’s 
church paper has been improved by so 
radical a reduction in weight. There 
are, it must be said, some tactful ref- 
erences to the brevity the smaller issues 
have required, especially of staff 
writers. 

Most to be regretted is the conden- 
sation which reporters of the conven- 
tions of synods had to make. They, 
however, have accepted the situation 
and refrained from yielding to the jus- 
tified temptation to send in excerpts of 
notably impressive discourses, sermonic 
and relative to important discussions. 

Several writers mentioned the merit 
of a journal of pocket or handbag size. 
One lady was reported to have taken 
her copy with her to the dentist, 
whether as a painkiller or a threat was 
not stated. Another reader approved 
our preference for a “stylish stout” and 
suggested “doubling its girth” when the 
paper situation revokes rationing, 


WAR BOND BUYING 

Tue LUTHERAN joins with other jour- 
nals published by the churches in the 
United States and Canada in recom- 
mending to its readers the purchase of 
war bonds and stamps. These securi- 
ties can be defined as the safest sort of 
investment. They can be used for per- 
sons and institutions, with confidence 
in their enduring value. But in addition 
to their purely monetary attractiveness, 
they are a vote of confidence in the war 
effort’s final victory for the Allied na- 
tions, with all:the national, and inter- 
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national advantages which defeat of 
dictatorship by democracy will make 
possible. 

In the United States, where the fifth 
loan appeal began June 12, the churches 
have a definite interest in the prosecu- 
tion of this war to a victorious finish. 
The success of the system of govern- 
ment propagated by the Axis powers 
would deprive the people of organized, 
free access to the Word of God, Main- 
tenance of the requirements to protect 
proclamation of the Gospel from partial 
or complete suppression is the purpose 
of the bond sale. 


POST-WAR COLLEGES 


Amonc numerous “features” of the 
recent convention of the United Synod 
of New York was the broadcast of a 
panel discussion in which Heiby W. 
Ungerer, Esq., of Rochester, N. Y., and 
Dr. Henry J. Arnold, president of Hart- 
wick College at Oneonta, N. Y., were 
the speakers. The question to which 
these capable laymen addressed them- 
selves had to do with the post-war fate 
of small colleges. Will they become 
“war casualties”? Both speakers were 
convinced that these schools will sur- 
vive. In support. of their views, they 
cited the need of small colleges, the 
high character of their faculties and 
courses of study, and the recognition 
which the Christians of the land will 
give them in the form of money. 

Mr. Ungerer confessed to having held, 
at an earlier period in his life, a more 
pessimistic opinion of small colleges. 
We quote him: “I even spoke dis- 
paragingly of them, But I have changed 
my mind in recent years. I agree with 
the fellow who defined prejudice as 
‘being down on something you are not 


up on.’” 
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In our opinion, that comment is ex- 
planatory of the attitude of many peo- 
ple toward many forms of Christian en- 
terprise. They know too little about 
them to appraise their worth correctly. 


SYNODS AND ADDRESSES 

In comparing the reports of the con- 
ventions of the constituent synods of 
the United Lutheran Church, one ob- 
serves the prominence and importance 
given to a period of worship with which 
each day’s session began. The custom 
has led in many synods to the estab- 
lishment of an office, usually appointive, 
and titled chaplain. 

In some instances the chaplains have 
chosen a theme and thus articulated the 
lessons, discourses and prayers of sev- 
eral sessions to each other. A period of 
fifteen minutes seems to be the average 
allotment of time, and care is taken to 
protect the devotions from interruption. 

Another admirable custom which is 
in general use is the worship in memo- 
riam, during which the report of the 
Necrologist is read and tributes of es- 
teem are paid to departed brethren, 
clerical and lay. This year, the casual- 
ties of war, especially such as involved 
death, were also noted. Sympathy for 
those who mourn and appreciation of 
the sacrifices required in defense of the 
nation’s government were expressed. 

A feature of many synodical conven- 
tions in the “late nineties” was the dis- 
‘cussion of doctrines, concerning which 
it was thought there was need of en- 
lightenment. In the latter half of the 
nineteenth century controversy within 
the Lutheran Church, or confessional 
differences with non-Lutheran groups 
of Christians, supplied the topics of de- 
- bate. The celebrated “four points” were 
the source of many inter-Lutkeran dis- 
agreements;” but defense of the Lu- 
theran tenets in view of their non-ac- 
ceptance by other groups, Catholic and 
Protestant, was deemed of sufficient 
importance to merit place and time on 
the program of a synod’s annual con- 
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vention. Some of that era’s regard for 
sound doctrine would probably be of 
value in these days when so-called 
“practices” have been much empha- 
sized. According to some very com- 
petent observers, our indifference and 
consequent undervaluation of clear-cut 
statements of Christian doctrine have 
produced a loss of vigor that is now 
handicapping the effective ministry of 
the Word and Sacraments. And as for 
dogmas, they are deemed unworthy of 
the church, since they originate in con- 
troversies. Such an attitude tends to 
obscure Christian experience. 


A Reconstruction Program 
By DAVID T. NELSON 


Some four hundred years ago, when 
Luther made his influence felt at the 
University of Wittenberg, a reconstruc- 
tion program was carried through 
which invites study. The measures 
taken may be summarized under four 
heads: 

1. The ablest men available were 
sought out for the faculty, and salaries 
were paid which compared favorably 
with those of other professional men 
of the time. 

2. Recognizing the revolutionary im- 
plications of the relatively new art of 
printing, the administration gave gen- 
erous support to the institution’s library, 
procuring for it immediately the latest 
and best books which were pouring 
from the presses of Europe. 

3. The formalistic studies' of the 
scholastics were scrapped, there was a 
return to original sources, and the new 
humanistic learning was harnessed to a 
vital and dynamic Christianity. Educa- 
tion was to be geared to the needs, of 
the time. ee 

4. Through the friendly offices of the 
Elector, Frederick of Saxony, the plant 
was enlarged and the financial re- 
sources of the university greatly in- 
creased, thereby assuring the necessary 
means for the program. 
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SCHOOL LESSON 
ky Nathan FR. Melhorn 


THE CHURCH 


In the Making of a Nation 


From Joshua to David in the Annals of Israel 
Joshua, Chapters | to 24. The Sunday School Lesson for July 2 


Ir 1s to the New Testament that we turn for the plan of salvation; in the Old 
Testament is provided “the law and the prophets.” It was of this earlier portion 
of the revealed word of God that the Apostle Paul wrote to young Timothy, 
“All Scripture is given by inspiration of God and is profitable for doctrine, for 


reproof, for correction, for instruction in 
righteousness: that the man of God may 
be perfect, throughly furnished unto all 
good works.” 


A Connected Record 


The Commission that chose the portions 
of the Scriptures upon which adults in 
Sunday schools have focused attention in 
recent years evidently had in mind a 
series of events for which the relations are 
provided by the Old Testament. First was 
a series of studies from Genesis, the in- 
spired story of creation. Then the career 
of Moses and the “Making of a Nation” 
was reported by excerpts from Exodus and 
others of the five books of his authorship. 
An “item by item” study of the Ten Com- 
mandments logically followed the his- 
torical narration. 

What one might call the second period 
in the career of that nation in whose 
making the whole human race is con- 
cerned, came to its conclusion and comple- 
tion with the death of Moses at the thresh- 
old of the land for whose inheritance by 
the children of Israel he had been the or- 
ganizer. His mission as the law giver has a 
distinction which is surpassed only by 
Him of whose declaration is the plan of 
redemption. It has the integrity of a cov- 
enant with God, our Maker. To it nothing 
can be added or taken away. 

But the death of Moses required the 
commitment of leadership to Joshua, “the 
son of Nun, the minister of Moses.” Scrip- 
ture itself provided a quantitative com- 
parison between these two men in the five 
books required of Moses and the one which 
carries the biography of his successor. 
What we have on the life of Joshua are 
the evidences of firm faith, unquestioning 
obedience, the administration of the terms 
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of their contract with God, and the en- 
trustment to him of continuous and, where 
needed, special grants of power. 


The Inheritance Occupied 


The will of God for a chosen people 
which was implied in the promise to 
Abraham of an inheritance was realized 
while Joshua was the leader of Israel. It 
was not perfectly accomplished: the means 
of fulfilling this mission depended partly 
on human beings, some of whom were 
enemies of the pilgrims’and none of them 
was without the need of correction and 
direction. An occasional miracle was re- 
quired. That is, the determination of God 
met the opposition of the world. Even 
those men and women to whom “the prom- 
ise” was made were slow to obey. There- 
fore He had at times to supplement hu- 
man with divine energy. 

In the series of characters to whom we 
shall be introduced on succeeding Sundays 
of this third quarter of 1944, we shall be 
in contact not only with people, but with 
the agencies which had to be “author- 
ized, directed, and empowered,” in order 
that He should come by Whom a race was 
rescued from suffering the penalties of 
their sins and given an eternal inheri- 
tance. For such an accomplishment a na- 
tion was needed. To make that nation 
God had frequently to inject revelation 
and miraculous action. 


DAILY BIBLE READINGS 


June 26-July 2 


Israel’s New Leader. Joshua 1: 1-9. 
Joshua’s Consecration. Numbers 27: 15-23. 
Joshua’s Commission. Deuteronomy 31: 1-8. 
. Joshua Warns Israel. Joshua 1: 12-18. 
Joshua’s Farewell Address. Joshua 23: 1-8. 
. A Land of Opportunity. Numbers 13: 25-33. 
The Need of Wisdom. Proverbs 2: 1-8. 
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POLITICAL FREEDOM—Exodus 6 :1-8 


THERE are four great freedoms toward 
which the world is looking with longing. 
They are freedom from want and fear and 
freedom of speech and religion. No world 
can long be at peace unless these freedoms 
are guaranteed to all. 

The world is a great neighborhood. 
Neighbors are those who live nearby, ac- 
cording to the original meaning. The con- 
quest of the air by plane and radio has 
reduced distance to such a degree that no 
one lives very far from anybody else. 
Therefore prosperity and plenty in Amer- 
ica cannot help but arouse the enmity of 
those nations where hosts of people barely 
exist and never know what it is to have 
their hunger really satisfied. 

Fear, too, menaces human happiness. 
When one nation has great armaments and 
seems to menace the freedom of its neigh- 
bor nations, war is always close. One of 

>the great problems of post-war recon- 
struction will be the tremendous power of 
the United Nations, particularly of Rus- 
sia, England and America. Can this power 
be exercised in a way to assure the rest 
of the world that there is no desire for 
aggression? 


Free Speech and Religion 


There can be no democracy unless 
speech is free. Words are the means used 
for exchange of thought. Democracy de- 
mands co-operation in government. It is 
built on the idea that men may improve 
it with new and better ideas. Govern- 
ments usually resist all change. Democ- 
racy ought to welcome every new idea, 
even when it does not prove practicable. 
It should encourage constructive criticism. 
A.free press and radio are essential to 
democracy. They are a medium for ex- 
change of ideas. 

What about freedom of religion? Gov- 
ernment that depends on the people, re- 
quires adequate motives to make its cit- 
izens intelligent and courageous. Faith in 
God assures a thought for eternity in every 
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decision we make. Some of those deci- 
sions are made in the voting booth, on the 
bench, or on the floors of our legislative 
assemblies. Men who love God can be 
trusted: they will be honest, courageous 
and unselfish. 


The Church and Freedom 


Today the one institution standing for 
the four freedoms is the Church. Einstein 
confessed recently that he had thought the 
intellectuals would save Europe. Instead 
it was the Church and not the universities 
that opposed Nazism. Christianity is built 
on the principle of the freedom of the 
child of God. 

Jesus was very careful not to impose 
His will on any man. God’s grace is of- 
fered to every man; but every man is free 
to refuse it. It is basically Christian to 
pray, “Thy will be done”—but in the spirit 
of a trusting son, not of a driven slave. 
God wants us to live good lives; but we 
are free to be bad. He wants us to live 
His way of life because we love Him. 

From the dark days of the “War between 
the States” comes a poem by James Rus- 
sel Lowell that would be appropriate read- 
ing on every Fourth of July. 


“Ts true freedom but to break 
Fetters for our own dear sake, 
And, with leathern hearts, forget 
That we owe mankind a debt? 
No, true freedom is to share 
All the chains our brothers wear, 
And, with heart and hand, to be 
Earnest to make others free. 


“They are slaves who fear to speak 

For the fallen and the weak! 

Hatred, scoffing, and abuse, 

Rather than in silence shrink 

From the truth they needs must think; 
They are slaves who dare not be 

In the right with two or three.” 

* * * * 

To Leavers: Topic date, July 2. Next 

topic, “Moral Freedom.” : 
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BOOKS 


Putting Life in the Machinery 


Parish Practice. By Paul J. Hoh. Muhlenberg Press. 210 pages. $2.50. 

Ir witt be no surprise to any member of the United Lutheran Church that Paul Hoh 
is a skillful teacher with rare literary gifts, or that he is a competent worker capable of 
organizing a large body of material to which he brings incisive thinking and fine balance. 
What will be a surprise is that he can take a dull subject like church machinery and 
parish organization and not only keep it alive for 200 pages but present it in such a 


fashion that the reader will never again 
think of it as dead or mechanical. 

The book is human. The presentation of 
principles and policies is done with com- 
mendable brevity and conciseness to give 
place to the presentation of problems—or- 
dinary, everyday problems of the ordinary 
parish. Startling things happen when this 
approach is made to such things as prop- 
erty, finance, publicity, volunteer workers, 
the church in the community. 

The book is humorous. I am keeping it 
away from my sexton lest he start looking 
for that church which has an endowment 
to buy books for the sexton to read in his 
spare time. 

The book is hopeful. It does not offer 
any glib, authoritatively right solutions for 
the problems that arise and the tasks 
which are always at hand, but it shows 
the reader how to study and understand 
the human factors in situations, and so 
find solutions which are right and can be 
achieved. 


Case Method Employed 

The book has exploited and verified a 
valid technique. The case method, long 
employed in law, medicine, and social 
work, has been crying out for application 
to religion in general and to theological 
training in particular. Dr. Hoh should now 
be elected to do in the same fashion the 
still more important work on personal 
counseling or pastoral practice. The omis- 
sion of any chapter on pastoral calling in 
this volume would indicate that he has 
this in mind. It should be a matter of pride 
to us that the first adequate use of the 
case method has been made by one of our 
own Church and has been done with con- 
summate skill and effectiveness. 

The book should be read by every pas- 
tor to get-its fresh and imaginative per- 
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spective on his tasks. There is no task that 
any pastor has to do which he will not do 
better for the reading of the appropriate, 
clearly indicated, and readily found pages 
in the book. It is a book to go through 
with one’s church council and to put in 
the hands of every newly elected council- 
man. It has values for preaching. Few 
preachers will fail to profit from the appli- 
cation of its method and its resources to 
their preaching. It is a needed tool for 
seminary teachers. All seminaries recog- 
nize the necessity of providing each grad- 
uate with a training in this field but all 
have begrudged the time required. With 
this book available, it ought to be possible 
to shorten to one term the time necessary 
for this field. 


Valuable to Others 
It is this reviewer's opinion that this 
book will be of only slightly less value in 
other denominational circles than in the 
Lutheran. It will be a great misfortune if 
members of other communions do not be- 
come acquainted with our long-tested 
methods of parish work through this ex- 
cellent presentation. Only a small fraction 
of the book is devoted to peculiarly Lu- 
theran procedures. Most denominations 
have here and there a church with a re- 
calcitrant sexton, a domineering choir 
leader, a senile Sunday school superin- 
tendent, an unbonded treasurer, or any of 
a thousand and one things with which this 
book deals with such discerning intel- 
ligence and Christian propriety. ; 
There is only one thing I don’t like about 
the book; the placing of the footnotes in 
the appendix. To this reviewer it is as 
abominable as having one’s inkwell in an 
annex. It is poor printing practice. 
CHartes Lestic VENABLE. 
The Lutheran 


Tangible Interest 


Dear LUTHERAN: 

I wave been a reader of THE LUTHERAN 
for many years. 

Before the war I had developed a Sun- 
day school class of high school boys and 
girls which just before the war numbered 
fifty-five. Thirty-nine of them are now in 
the servicé of our country, mostly over- 
seas. However, I keep in close touch with 
them by mail—sending them each week 
the little Sunday school news sheet from 
home. This contains excerpts of their let- 
ters, and news of the home church. I also 
send comics, funny cartoons, and religious 
tracts; and publish their pictures with a 
write-up in local papers. I have received 
1,150 letters and cards from them, mostly 
from overseas. 

They seem to value the letters and in- 
sertions so much that I thought maybe you 
could print a little item that would en- 
courage more people and more Sunday 
school superintendents and teachers to 
write to the boys and girls. 

: H. W. Frepter. 
St. Andrew’s Church, Atlantic City, N. J. 


This Would Please Soldiers 


‘ Bronx, New York. 
Dear Mr. Editor: 

Now that my boy is overseas, I want to 
do something to show my appreciation for 
the wonderful way your Lutheran Service 
Centers have taken him in, regardless of 
the fact that he is a Catholic. It’s a funny 
thing, but we were always under the im- 
pression that it was wrong for the Cath- 
olics to associate with the Protestants be- 
cause the latter broke away from Roman 
control. But this war has shown us that 
we are alike, in that we all believe in God 
and just worship Him in a different way 
and that under the surface these prej- 
udices are man-made and that our spir- 
itual leaders should be the ones to change 
their ways and work for a closer harmony 
of both religions. 

I have a neighbor who is a Slovak Lu- 
theran and she always lets me read her 
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copy of Tue Lurueran. I thought that if 
we mothers knew of near-by Lutheran 
Service Centers we could bake cookies 
and cakes and send them there for other 
boys to enjoy. Even if a person hasn’t al- 
ways got the time to bake, there are a 
lot of cookie combination boxes that are 
sold in the department stores, and these 
could be sent instead. So my suggestion 
is to publish the names and locations of 
the various service centers here in the 
States where such donations could be 
mailed. Erste McG. 


Rea! Appreciation 


SustTainep by a donation, an appreciation 
of benefits received, has reached the Na- 
tional Lutheran Council from a Lutheran 
chaplain with the 2d Marine Division 
somewhere in the Pacific. Accompanying 
a personal check for $20, the chaplain’s 
letter to the National Lutheran Council 
treasurer said: 

“Please apply the enclosed check to the 
general fund of the Council. I have not 
been able to make a contribution through 
one of our churches. 

“TI use the Army and Navy Service Book 
for services almost every Sunday. I have 
given to the men and use myself the 
N. L. C. stationery. I have received com- 
munion wafers from the Council. I have 
enjoyed the hospitality of several of our 
service centers. My appreciation of the 
work of our N. L. C. is a real one. 

“My prayer is for you and the work 
which you do and will continue to do, and 
that our beloved Church will attain a more 
genuine spirit of unity through this op- 
portunity for work and service.” 


Chaplain’s Article Commended 
Dear Editor: ; 

Cuapitain F, Herbert Moehlmann is to 
be commended for his helpful article, 
“How Will You Receive Them,” in THE 
LuTHERAN of May 10. Much is being writ- 
ten and said in answer to this question, 
but always in a general way. Here we 
have specific, practical suggestions. 

Syracuse, N. Y. C.K. Hy, 
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Chicago Seminary 
Convocation Week 


SEVEN men were graduated at the Chi- 
cago Seminary’s fifty-third commence- 
ment, May 10, which highlighted the 
spring convocation. The week was notable 
also for the convention of the Central 
Region of the Lutheran Welfare Confer- 
ence of America, which was held on the 
campus following the convocation. 

Prof. F. W. Buckler, Britisher and lay- 
man, and incumbent of the chair of Church 
History at the Oberlin Graduate School 
of Theology, unfolded a unique picture of 
“The Heroic Christ,” as seen in the light 
of Eastern and Germanic barbarian 
sources. His four lectures gave a vastly 
different and stimulating interpretation of 
the nature of the Kingdom of God. 

Dr. G. Elson Ruff of Philadelphia gave 
two suggestive lectures on some of the 
problems currently being faced by Chris- 
tians, and warned that “what Lutheran 
churchmen designate as purity may be 
only provincialism.” For the Church, then, 
there can be no easy stand-pat solution of 
today’s complexities. 

Prof. Joseph Sittler, Jr., of the seminary 
faculty, spoke on “Reading and the Re- 
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ligious Imagination,’ endeavoring to lift 
the thinking of his hearers out of the realm 
of the prosaic. In so doing, his lectures 
supplied a cultural element for the reading 
but too often plodding pastor. Other lec- 
turers included Prof. A. Malof, a refugee, 
on “Russia and the Gospel”; and Mr. 
Walter Blodgett on “Music in the Church.” 

A panel discussion on Lutheran union, 
with President Charles B. Foelsch as mod- 
erator, brought together representatives of 
the following groups: for the American 
Lutheran Conference, Dr. Otto Groth 
(A. L. C.), and Dr. Oscar N. Olson (Au- 
gustana); for the Missouri Synod, Pres- 
ident O. P. Kretzmann of Valparaiso Uni- 
versity, and Dr. O. A. Geiseman of River 
Forest, Ill.; for the U. L. C. A., President 
Armin G. Weng of the Illinois Synod, and 
Prof. E. Theodore Bachmann of the semi- 
nary. Replete with audience participation, 
vital questions were both touched upon 
and evaded. 

Dr. O. Garfield Beckstrand of Rockford, 
Ill., addressed those gathered for the semi- 
nary dinner, and was followed by the Rev. 
Dr. W. H. Shepfer of Defiance, Ohio, who 
presented a gift of $1,000 to the seminary. 

The Rev. Albert H. Keck, secretary of 
the Seminary Board, preached a searching 
and inspiring sermon before the graduates 
and the assembled overflow audience. 
Those graduated were: Albert T. Erick- 
son, Chicago; Christian Meyer, B.D., 
Beardstown, Ill.; Clarence <A. Payne, 
Waterloo, Iowa; Robert J. Marshall, B.D., 
Burlington, Iowa; William H. Schneider, 
Chicago; George W. Wolf, B.D., Chicago; 
William D. West, Centralia, Ill.; and, via 
the Extra-Mural Department, the Rev. 
Dan B. Bravin, B.D., Pittsburgh. 

The regional meeting of the Welfare 
Conference brought together some 150 
workers in inter-Lutheran institutions and 
agencies in Ohio, Michigan, Indiana, 
Illinois. Discussion and study centered 
around the training and recruiting of 
workers, the care of children and of the 
aged, as well as around other questions of 
vital moment to those persons in need to- 
ward whom the Church has a special re- 
sponsibility. Featured among the guest 
speakers was the Rev. Russell L. Dicks, 
well-known author and hospital chaplain 
at Westlet Memorial, Chicago. 

E. THEODORE BACHMANN. 
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Roanoke College 
Commencement 


Tue 102d commencement of Roanoke 
College, Salem, Va., was held June 3 and 
4. At the meeting of the General Alumni 
Association Mr. James B. Bonham of Chil- 
howie, Va., class of 1917, was elected pres- 
ident and Mr. Aubrey Mauney of Kings 
Mountain, N. C., class of 1922, was elected 
vice-president. 

The baccalaureate sermon was preached 
by Dr, O. Frederick Nolde of the Philadel- 
phia Seminary, on the theme, “The Chris- 
tian Witness.” The commencement ad- 
dress was delivered by Prof. John Schmidt 
of the Lutheran Theological Seminary at 
Columbia, S. C., his subject being, “Radical 
Christians.” 

The degree of Doctor of Divinity was 
conferred upon the Rev. Robert Henry 
Cline of Roanoke, and the Rev. George 
Walker McClanahan of Bessemer City, 
N. C. The degree of Doctor of Literature 
was awarded to the Rev. John Schmidt. 

An interesting part of the commence- 
ment exercises was the formal presenta- 
tion of a portrait of the late Dr. Luther 
Augustine Fox, for forty-three years pro- 
fessor of philosophy and religion at Roan- 
oke College. This gift was presented by 
Mr. Thomas Stockton Fox on behalf of 
himself and his mother, Mrs. Horace 
Marion Fox of Roanoke, Va. The portrait 
was unveiled by a great-grandson of Dr. 
Fox, Mastor Stockton Fox Garrett of Glas- 
gow, Va. This painting will be added to 
the gallery of the distinguished men who 
have contributed to the making of Roanoke 
College-—Roanoke News Service. 


Susquehanna University 


at its eighty-sixth annual commencement 
Saturday morning, May 27, conferred de- 
grees on 33 students, three of whom will 
complete their requirements this summer, 
and awarded honorary degrees of Doctor 
of Letters to Carl Carmer, noted author, 
and Conrad Richter, former Selinsgrove 
resident, who has achieved prominence in 
the literary field. 

The commencement speaker was Dr. 
Charles C. Ellis, president emeritus of 
Juniata College. Dr. Charles B. Foelsch, 
president of Lutheran Theological Semi- 
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nary at Maywood, IIl., was the baccalaure- 
ate speaker. Dr. Foelsch was formerly an 
instructor in public speaking at Susque- 
hanna. 

Three members of the class of 1894 re- 
turned to their alma mater for their gol- 
den anniversary celebration. They are Ira 
Guss, D.D., Omaha, Nebr.; Mr. Charles A. 
Miller, Salem, Pa.; and William M. Rearick, 
D.D., Mifflinburg, Pa., president of the 


university’s Board of Trustees. 
R. W. GIbBerr. 
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Midland College 


located at Fremont, Nebr., had as the guest 
speaker at their fifty-fourth commence- 
ment and the fiftieth of the Western Semi- 
nary, Dr. Clemens M. Granskou, president 
of St. Olaf College. Addressing the twenty- 
five graduates of the college and seminary, 
he declared that “civilization, instead of 
filling our lives with good things, has given 
us insane desires that cannot be satisfied.” 

T. Benton Peery, S.T.D., of Philadelphia, 
Pa., Midland ’20, and the Rev. Charles Puls 
of Madison, Wis., Midland ’23, received the 
honorary degree of Doctor of Divinity 
from their alma mater. 


Thich College 


IMPRESSIVE graduation exercises fea- 
tured the seventieth commencement of 
Thiel College, Greenville, Pa., May 22. A 
crowded auditorium heard Mr. William P. 
Witherow, an indusirialist of Pittsburgh, 
address the class. 

The baccalaureate preacher was the Rev. 


J. R. Nicholas, statistical secretary of the | 


Pittsburgh Synod. 

The following honorary degrees were | 
conferred by President William F. Zim- ~ 
merman: Doctor of Divinity—the Rev. — 
Jacob R. Nicholas, West Newton, Pa., and 


CARTHAGE COLLEGE 


A LUTHERAN COLLEGE 


FOR LUTHERAN YOUTH S1RESSING 


|. Christian experience and character 
2. Culture and refinement 
3. Thorough training for life work 


A strong Christian faculty—accreditment by North-Central Association for past 28 years— 
Thousands of former students now serving in important positions. 


Degrees: B.A., B.S., B.Mus. 
Business Administration 
Teacher Training 


Home Economics (for Smith-Hughes teaching) 


Music—including radio training 
Physical Education 


Physical Sciences (5 major fields) 


Social Sciences 
Humanities 


COSTS—VERY REASONABLE. 
Under new plan, four-year courses can be completed in three calendar years. 


ERLAND NELSON, President 
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CARTHAGE, ILLINOIS 
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LUTHERAN CHILDREN 


© from congested areas of New York City will have their 
only chance at health and vacation happiness in God’s 
out-of-doors this summer at Camp Wilbur Herrlich, 
Towners, N. Y. 


—if good friends and Sunday schools will help with their 
gifts. Your “fresh-air contribution” will be needed by— 


THE INNER MISSION SOCIETY 
105 East 22nd St., New York City 10, N. Y. 


$20.00 ONE CHILD TWO WEEKS, $10.00 ONE WEEK, $1.50 A DAY. 


the Rev. Ralph W. Yeany, superintendent 
of Bethesda Orphans’ Home at Meadville; 
Doctor of Laws—William P. Witherow, 
president of the Blaw-Know Company, 
Pittsburgh; Doctor of Music—Mrs. Harry 
Schaal, organist of Luther Memorial 
Church, Erie, Pa. 


Of Interest to Lutherans 


A very interesting and complete exhibit 
of Religious Symbolism in Illuminated 
Manuscripts closed at the Pierpont Mor- 
gan Library in New York City on May 20. 
In addition to the large number of items 
of general interest, there were some items 
of particular interest to Lutherans, notably 
an autograph letter of Martin Luther 
dated October 26, 1520, and a letter writ- 
ten to Luther by Melanchthon. Among 
the permanent exhibits are miniatures of 
Luther and his wife painted by Lucas 
Cranach. 

The Morgan Library is situated at 39 
East 36th Street, New York, just south of 
the new Church House of the United 
Lutheran Church. 


Thirtieth Anniversary 


Our Saviour Magyar Lutheran Church, 
Buffalo, N. Y., the Rev. John L. E. dePapp 
pastor, celebrated the thirtieth anniversary 
of its organization May 21. Dr. Samuel 
Trexler, president of the United Synod of 
New York, and the Rev. James Becker of 
Detroit, Mich., a former pastor, preached 
the sermons. The Rev. Herbert A. Bosch, 
pastor of Concordia Church, extended 
greetings from the Pastors’ Association of 
Buffalo. 
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THE ENGLISH LUTHERAN CHURCH 


The downtown Lutheran Church of 
Los Angeles, Calif. 
1329 SOUTH ALVARADO ST. 
W. S. Dysinger, D.D., Pastor 


“We believe the Bible and preach the Gospel” 


THE CHURCH OF FAITH IN THE LAND 
OF SUNSHINE 


SUNDAY SCHOOL 
HIP 


in Virginia— 
Offers A.B. and B.S. degrees. 

Prepares for the study of law, business 
administration, medicine, dentistry, phar- 
macy, laboratory technology, library sci- 
ence, social service, and theology. Co- 
educational. Accredited. More than 100 
years of distinguished service to Church 
and Nation. Scholarships. 

In the Virginia tradition, this old Lu- 
theran college offers the highest academic 
hospitality to ambitious students. 

CHAS. J. SMITH, D.D., LL.D., President 
Salem, Virginia 


PULPIT & CHOIR GOWNS 


~tpil Maligniga—Alla: VIOMns 
Bible Markers—Communion Linens 
Embroidery—Fabrics 
Custom Tailoring for Clergymen 


AZ TMartios 102 vesrset verviee ig ad 


COX SONS & VINING, Inc. 


131 East 23rd Street, New York 10, N.Y. 
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Training School 


for 
Deaconesses, 
Parish Workers and 
Other Christian 
Workers 


Write for Information. 


LUTHERAN DEACONESS MOTHERHOUSE AND TRAINING SCHOOL 
2500 W. North Avenue, Baltimore 16, Maryland 


In conjunction with the anniversary 
services the mortgages on the parsonage 
and the church were burned. The prop- 
erty, valued at $13,500, is now free of debt. 
Since February 1, 1940, when Mr. dePapp 
became the pastor, the congregation paid 
$4,100 on the indebtedness, purchased and 
installed a new electric organ, spent $2,000 
on improvements, and met all other obliga- 
tions in full. The anniversary services 
were attended by 300 people and were 
followed by a banquet in the garden. 
Thirty-nine of the 110 communicant mem- 
bers are in the armed forces. 


For Rural Pastors 


THE eighth annual institute of the 
Nebraska Christian Rural Fellowship will 
be held on the campus of the College of 
Agriculture, Lincoln, Nebr., June 19-23. 
A strong program has been planned for 
rural pastors, their wives, and lay work- 
ers, with the co-operation of the U. S. 
Department of Agriculture. Though the 
college has no dormitories, sleeping quar- 
ters are arranged at no extra cost. Regis- 
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For your visit te Philadelphia 
MARK SUNDAY NIGHT, 7: 30 


on your calendars. Join with the hundreds who worship and fellowship in 
MESSIAH LUTHERAN 


THE FRIENDLY TABERNACLE 
Broad Street and Roosevelt Boulevard 
DR. ROSS STOVER, CHOIRS, SOLOISTS, HYMN SINGING 
A Large Part of the Audience is Youth 
Also: 11 A. M. Dr. Ross Stover (WDAS) 
Messiah Lutheran, “The Friendly Church,” 16th and Jefferson Sts. 


tration fees are graduated from twenty- 
five cents for those coming the greatest 
distances to $1.50 for local or near-local 
participants. In recognition of the benefits 
derived by rural pastors through attend- 
ance at this continuation school, Midwest 
Synod issues six scholarships covering the 
expenses. This is one of more than forty 
similar schools for country pastors. 


SYNODS 
The forty-second annual convention of the 
Synod of Nova Scotia will be held in Zion 
Church, Lunenburg, N. S., the Rev. L. G. Bald 
pastor, June 22-25. J. S. Dauphinee, Sec. 


The thirty-third convention of the Synod of 
Manitoba and Other Provinces will be held June 
25-28 at the Lutheran College and Seminary, 
Saskatoon, Sask., Canada. 

The opening service will be held June 25 at 
10.30 A. M. in Trinity Church, 419 Avenue E, 
North, Saskatoon. President A. Goos and F. 
Eppling Reinartz, D.D., will preach. The Rev. 
H. Moertelmeyer will deliver the communion 
sermon. G. A. Heimann, Sec. 


LUTHER LEAGUE CONVENTION 


The Luther League of the Kentucky-Tennessee 
Synod will hold its annual convention June 30) 
and July 1 at Calvary Church, Louisville 5, Ky., 
Clayton A. Robertson, D.D., pastor. The con- 
vention will open at 2.30 P. M., June 30. 

Phyllis Kanzler, Chm., 
Publicity Committee. 
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MARRIED 


Brandt-Waterstraat. The Rev. Erich Oscar 
Brandt, pastor of Immanuel Church, Webster, 
N. Y., and Marion Ella Waterstraat of Pittsford, 
N. Y., were married May 20. The father of the 
groom, the Rev. Yost Brandt, officiated. The 
groom is a graduate of Wittenberg College and 
of the Philadelphia Theological Seminary, and 
the bride is a graduate of the University of 
Rochester School of Nursing and a member of 
St. Paul’s Church, Pittsford. 


Schmidt-Brueggemann. Miss Ida Sophia Chris- 
tina Brueggemann and the Rev. Arthur Eugene 
Schmidt were married Sunday, May 7, in the 
Church of the Redeemer, Centralia, Ill., by the 
Rev. Lyman H. Grimes, pastor of Luther Memo- 
rial Church, Quincy, Ill. Mr. Schmidt is pastor 
of the Centralia congregation. 


OBITUARY 
The Rev. Arthur Eugene Cooper 


Arthur Eugene Cooper, son of John L. and 
Emma Hummel Cooper, was born in Snyder 
County, Pa., June 23, 1872. He was graduated 
from Susquehanna University, Selinsgrove, in 
1890, and from the Lutheran Theological Semi- 
nary, Selinsgrove, in 1900. 

November 15, 1894, he was united in marriage 
to Carrie L. Ulsh of Millersburg, Pa. To this 
union two daughters and two sons have been 
born, who with their mother survive him: Mrs. 
W. Boyd Tobias of Williamsport, Pa.; Mrs. 
James P. Morgan of Mansfield, Pa.; Dr. Robert 
U. Cooper of Washington, D. C.; and Dr. John 
A. Cooper of Frostburg, Md. A sister, Mrs. 
Nora L. Bannen, wife of the late Robert G. 
Bannen, D.D., of South Williamsport, Pa., also 
survives him. 


Mr. Cooper served pastorates at the Stone 
Church in White Deer Valley, near Montgomery, 
Pa.; Jersey Shore; Manheim; East Petersburg; 
Middletown,+*Md.; and Landisville, Pa. On 
many occasions he served congregations in Lan- 
caster County as supply pastor. During his pas- 
torate in M eim, Pa., the congregation in- 
augurated a yearly observance of the ‘‘Feast of 
Roses.’’ In the early years of 1700, Baron Von 
Stiegel gave to the Lutheran congregation a 
grant of land for which he asked in return a 
yearly rental of ‘‘a red rose” to himself or his 
posterity. In later years Mr. Cooper commemo- 
rated the occasion by editing an _ attractive 
memorial document entitled “One Red Rose.” 
He was a prolific writer of verse and the au- 
thor of a number of songs, one of them the 
official Lutheran Brotherhood song. 

June 1924 he accepted the position of secre- 
tary-manager of the Clergyman’s Co-operative 
Beneficial Association, and Teachers’ Protective 
Union, with offices at Lancaster, Pa. This posi- 
tion he held until the time of his death. 

His death took place at his home in Landis- 
ville, May 22. The funeral service was con- 
ducted May 25, in charge of the local pastor, 
the Rev. William L. Ziegenfus, assisted by the 


ORGANIST WANTED: MALE OR FEMALE 

Lutheran Church in Northeast Philadelphia. 
For further details, write Mr. Chas. Pommer, 
2019 E. Elkhart Street, Philadelphia 34, Pa., or 
telephone Neb. 6581 after 6 P. M. 


ROOM FOR RENT—DAY OR WEEK 
One Block from Ocean. 


Mrs. R. L. Beyer 
7907 Atlantic Ave., Margate, N. J. 


VACATIONISTS 


from your church— 
to your church— 


will appreciate having a 


VACATION VISITOR'S CARD 
HAVE A SUPPLY ON HAND 


roa * Thy word Li a lamp wate my fort and 4 light vase my posh 


Oh andsrotgned certify that. 
was ta attendance af thy Sundoy-Srhool srsston of 


(Pransd), 


= 7 a 
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BLUE ATTENDANCE CARD 

A handy card certifying attendance of 
members of other Sunday schools who 
have not been provided with the visiting 
card also shown in this advertisement. 
Size, 348 x 514 inches. 60 cents a 100. 


el 
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Pupil's Bacation or Hisiting Report Card 


Pupil’s Ni 


Superintendent 


SCHOOL ATTENDED DATE 


This is a correct record of my attendance at Sunday Schoo! during my ubsence 
Signature 
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VISITING REPORT CARD 


A form card to be filled out and pre- 
sented to pupils of one’s own school 
when leaving for vacation or visits, or 
to be supplied visitors at one’s school 
over a period of time. This form is a 
great aid in maintaining proper records 
especially where reward systems for 
regular attendance are in effect. Space 
aor Sen Sundays. (42) Price, 75 cents 
a B 


THE UNITED LUTHERAN 
PUBLICATION HOUSE 


1228 Spruce St., Philadelphia 7, Pa. 
Chicago II Pittsburgh 22 Columbia 3 
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Paterson, ‘Oi Rew Jersey 
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Carved Wood 
Memorials 


Chancel Renovations TV 


Stained Glass 


++ Inquiries Solicited - - 


NEW WRITERS NEEDED 


FREE DETAILS 
New writers needed to re-write ideas in 
newspapers, magazines and books. Splendid 
opportunity to “break into’ fascinating 
writing field. May bring you up to $5.00 per 
hour spare time. Experience unnecessary. 
Write today for details. NO OBLIGATION. 
Postcard will do. 

COMFORT WRITER’S SERVICE 

210-A5 South Seventh (2), St. Louis, Mo. 


> CHURCH « f 
(i FURNITURE 
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CHANCEL ALTERATIONS 
* Gold Leaf Crosses - 
* Wood Memorial Tablets - 


, DE LONG &DELONG 


1505 RACE ST. = PHILADELPHIA-PA, 


¥ 2204 ALLEN-ST 
ALLENTOWN - PA. 


115-25 METROPOLITAN -AVE_ 
KEW-GARDENS-NEW YORK 
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Rev. Clay E.\ Rice, J. F. Knittle, D.D., and J. 
Warren Klein, D.D. He was buried in Union 
Cemetery, Selinsgrove, Pa. 

Wherever he served, Mr. Cooper gained rec- 
ognition for his genuine ability as a spiritual 
leader and an outstanding citizen. His spiritual 
integrity, his sincerity, a fine sense of humor, 
and his talent for making and holding friends 
contributed in no small measure to his success 
in the ministry. William Luther Ziegenfus. 


Mrs. I. N. S. Erb ‘ 


Ella M. Erb, widow of the late Rev. I. N. S. 
Erb, entered into life May 29, at her home in 
Orwigsburg, Pa., at the age of ninety-four years. 
A daughter of William and Rebecca. (nee 
Hesser) Frailey, she was born October 20, 1849, 
in the house from which she was buried. Serv- 
ices were conducted by the Rev. C. Elwood 
Huegel, pastor of St. Paul’s Lutheran Church, 
June 2. Interment was made in the Parish 
Cemetery. 

Mrs. Erb labored faithfully at the side of her 
husband in his widely scattered field of the 
Orwigsburg-Auburn-“Red” Church-New Ring- 
gold Parish, which he served for sixteen years, 
until his ee death in 1888. She assisted 
her husband in the organization of the Ladies’ 
Aid Society in 1887 (later merged with the 
Women’s Missionary Society) and was one of 
its charter members. She remained in her home 
and continued active in the work of the congre- 
gation. For many years she served as super- 
intendent of the Primary Department of the 
church school. 

Mrs. Erb continued a faithful attendant at 
all services until her sight failed about fifteen 
years ago. Since then, and‘until she was fatally 
stricken last December, she received the hope | 
and joy of the Word through the medium of 
her radio. Her life was a long and actively 
useful one, and gas open despite her afflic- 
tion, she continued patiently firm in the faith. 

She is survived b two daughters, Mrs. 
Florence R. Knipe of Orwigsburg, and Mrs. 
Marion E. Weller of Brookline, Upper Darby, 
Pa. An only son, Dr. Herbert L. Erb, preceded 
her in death thirteen years ago. C. E. H. 


The Rev. Jacob Melanchthon Rearick 


was born at Beavertown, Pa., May 30, 1859, son 
of Samuel and Mary Haines Rearick. He was 
graduated from Seech econ ee State Normal 
School, and after teaching in the public schools 
for several years entered the Theological De- 


’ partment of Missionary Institute at Selinsgrove, 


Pa. At the end of his junior year he transferred 
to Gettysburg Theological Seminary, from which 
he was graduated in 1889, and was ordained the 
same year by the Susquehanna Synod. 

He served the following masterceet Rebers- 
burg, cote Hall, Salona, Williamsburg, Salis- 
bury and Mifflintown, all in Pennsylvania. In 
March 1930 he retired from the active ministry 
on account of ill health. He continued to re- 
side at Mifflintown until the time of his death 
on May 4, 1944. Funeral services were con- 
ducted at Messiah Lutheran Church, Mifflin- 
town, by Pastor Paul W. DeLauter. Interment 
took place in the cemetery at Middleburg, Pa. 

His wife, Margaret Walter, preceded him in 
death twenty-two years ago. He is survived by 
three daughters and three sons. A_ daughter, 
Susan, is the wife of the Rev. James S. Shannon 
of Millheim, Pa. Two brothers also survive: 
John of Beavertown, and the Rev. Dr. William 
M., of Mifflinburg, Pa. 

He served as president of the old Central Penn- 
sylvania Synod from 1903 to 1905. He also 
served as a member of the Ministerial Educa- 
tion Committee, several terms as director of 
Gettysburg Theological Seminary, and on vari- 
ous other boards and committees. 

Paul W. De Lauter. 
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THERE ARE 


CAREFREE YEARS 


AHEAD FOR THOSE WHO PLAN FOR THEM 


Let LUTHERAN MUTUAL provide safety for your 
savings and a steady, unfailing source of income in 
your old age @ insure adequate protection for your 
wife and family e furnish cash reserves for future 
business ventures, collateral when credit is 
needed and absolute freedom from invest- 
ment loss. Financial contentment will 
be yours when you let LUTHERAN 
MUTUAL life insurance solve 
your future financial 
problems. 
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1 LUTHERAN MUTUAL LIFE INSURANCE CO. ‘ 

, WAVERLY, IOWA ° Founded 1879 . £ 
: Send me without obligation a copy of your new folder, “Low Cost Life Insurance # aif 
for Lutheran Men, Women and Children.” : 
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* 
For those in service 


WESTMINSTER SERVICE TESTAMENT 

Made up with tuck in moisture-resistant 
holder. Includes special devotional material 
—Secripture passages, poetry, hymns. Size, 
4% x 258 Inches. 504 pages. (42) 30 cents. 


No. 50 U.S. TESTAMENT WITH PSALMS 

Overlapping covers, Khaki or Blue cloth. 
Eight pages of helps, presentation page, 
service page, transparent container for pic- 
ture of loved ones. Size, 234 x 4% inches. 
(1225) 30 cents. 


IN HIS CARE by John Schmidt 
The Twenty-third Psalm. best remembered of all Psalms, has proved a great source 
of comfort to those in service. This meditation on that Psalm, although not originally 
for those in the armed forces, lends itself well to this purpose. An attractive pamphlet. 
Price, 15 cents a copy; $1.50 a dozen; $10.00 a hundred. 


STRENGTH FOR SERVICE TO GOD 
AND COUNTRY 

Compiled by Norman E. Nygaard, this is 
one of the most successful books of devo- 
tions yet published. There are 370 con- 
tributing authors. Size, 3 x 5 inches. Khaki 
or Blue fiexible cloth. (38) 75 cents; $7.50 a 
dozen. 


SERVICE KIT 

This practical kit includes the Army and 
Navy Service Book, bound more substan- 
tially than in the regular edition, combined 
with a New Testament supplemented by a 
section, “Prayers for Service Men.” In 
Khaki or Blue Cloth Board Binding. Neatly 
banded in red, white and blue. $1.00. 


THE UNITED LUTHERAN PUBLICATION HOUSE 
1228 SPRUCE STREET, PHILADELPHIA 7, PA. 
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or the folks at home 


PRAYERS FOR THOSE IN SERVICE 
Chaplains will want to distribute these 
pamphlets to men in their charge as may 
families to boys who leave for service. 10 
cents each; $1.00 a dozen; $6.00 a hundred. 


SERVICE MEDAL 

A sterling silver medal with a shield de- 
sign with Luther Emblem stamped on re- 
verse side and space for engraving name. 
$1.00 boxed—plus 10 per cent Excise Tax. 
(Engraving, 5 cents a letter extra.) 


ARMY AND NAVY SERVICE BOOK 

Contains a rich store of worship material, 
including worship forms, prayers. tables of 
Scripture readings and selections of Scrip- 
tural material, also a hymnal section with 
84 choice hymns with music. Flexible mois- 
ture repellant binding—Khaki or Blue Cloth. 
20 cents; $2.00 a dozen; $15.00 a hundred. 


THE SERVICE PRAYER BOOK 
Compiled by N. M. Ylvisaker, this manual 
for those in service is designed particularly 
for private devotions. Its material admirably 
supplements what is provided in our “ARMY 
AND NAVY SERVICE BOOK.” Khaki or 
Blue Binding. (1) 35 cents; $3.75 a dozen. 
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